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October 17, 2025

Seward Community Library & Museum

Special Announcements:

The Seward Community Library & Museum will be closed on Wednesday, October
29th for a staff professional development day. The team will visit and meet with
library directors from Moose Pass, Girdwood, and the Loussac Library in Anchorage
to exchange ideas and learn from their operations.

Professional Development — Museum Summit

Library Director Jolanta Ryan, Museum Curator Allison Stacy, and Deputy Director
Karen Cooper McLoughlin attended the American Alliance of Museums’ 2025
Museum Summit (October 15-16). This global virtual event brought together
museum professionals from around the world to explore key issues shaping the
field, including institutional mission and values, and the future of volunteerism.

It’s time to pick your favorite pumpkin masterpiece! The City of Seward Staff
Pumpkin Decorating Contest voting is officially live.

Click the link here to vote online or stop by the library to check out the creative
entries from departments across the city, then cast your vote for the pumpkin that
wins your heart.

Voting closes 10/31 at 11:59pm.
Winners will be announced on November 1!

Thank you to everyone who participated — your creativity makes this contest a fall
favorite every year!

Museum Updates:

Curator attended the Museums Alaska Board Retreat. We spent a day and a half at the
library discussing the field's needs and potential new income streams for museums.

And we were also lucky enough to visit the Alaska Native Heritage Center where we
witnessed powerful exhibits on Indigenous Boarding Schools with mentions of Benny

Benson’s history, Seward’s Jesse Lee Home, and the Seward Sanatorium.


https://forms.office.com/g/zD0xW0Z3B1

Library Updates:

Digital Literacy Workshops (Wed 1:30-3:30 PM @ Senior Center):
o Nov 5-Facebook Basics

e Discover how to set up, navigate, and safely use Facebook to stay
connected with loved ones and communities.
Nov 12- Getting Started with Telehealth
e Discover how to use online tools to connect with healthcare providers
from the comfort of home.
Nov 19-Video Conferencing Basics
e Get comfortable with Zoom, Google Meet, and other video tools so
you can connect with family, friends, and more.
Nov 26— Mobile Device Basics (i0S)
e Getto know your iPhone or iPad—learn settings, apps, and features to
make your device work for you.
Special Events:
Saturday Movie Matinee, free snacks and admission. 2pm every Saturday!
e Nov 7°- Coco
e Nov 8"- Max
e Nov 15"- Alaskan Nets
e Nov22"- A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving
e Nov29- Remember The Titans
Nov 14- Cardboard Box Car Workshop 11:00am
e Vroomvroom! Turn an ordinary cardboard box into the ride of your
dreams! Join us for a creative, hands-on craft session where kids can
design and decorate their own cardboard box cars using paint, paper,
stickers, and imagination. All materials provided—just bring your
creativity and get ready to roll into fun!
Nov 14- Make Your Own Shrinky Dinks! 1:30pm
e Join us for a creative afternoon of Shrinky Dink crafting! Draw, color,
and cut out your own designs—then watch as we bake them into mini
masterpieces. Perfect for kids, teens, and anyone who loves hands-
on fun.

e Beanstack Challenges: SCLM uses Beanstack to make reading fun
and trackable for all ages. We currently have multiple challenges


https://sewardcommunitylibrary.beanstack.com/reader365

running, so there’s something for everyone! Patrons can log books,
earn badges, and celebrate milestones while discovering new
favorites.

Our Beanstalk Challenges:

1,000 Books Before Kindergarten, 25 books in 2025, Fall Into Reading,
Hispanic Heritage Month, European Heritage Month, Hallow-Reads,
Spooky Movies Challenge, Banned Book Challenge



